CHRISTMAS   PRESENTS
their stable affection and the harsh enmity which is expressed
abroad towards all that we hold of value. We wish to show our
liking. It is shown to us in equal measure. And the showing is
done in this gracious offering of pretty and delightful things
at Christmas.
How beautiful they are! What ingenuity has gone to their
making, and what care to their choice! As we buy, we notice
that those who sell them to us are eager for our pleasure. They
are not merely polite; they are ready to enter into any diffi-
culty that may suggest itself, and to assist in its solution. And
this again is a part of the happiness bred by the season.
Would that the spirit of Christmas could by some miracle
be prolonged, so that it filled the earth for twelve months in
every year! It would then be almost superfluous to give
presents, for the millennium would have arrived.